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Best Picture of Pluto Before 2015 
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-380°F F 
-229° C 

Methane Humidity 
Wind Speed 

Barometer 
Visibility 

Wind Chill 
 

100% 
40 mph 
0.0003 inches 
50 miles 
Don’t Ask 
 

NASA’s New Horizons Mission 
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Pluto Weather Forecast 

PLUTO WEATHER SERVICE 
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Jupiter’s Moon Io: Through New 
Horizon’s Several Eyes 
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2007 – 2015 
The Long Haul 

Nearly there! 
 
Arrive July 15th 2015 
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Pluto Encounter Day 

Direction of Sun 

Direction of spacecraft motion 



July 15th: P+1 First Closeup Images 
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Mapping Composition 
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CH4 band depth 

Methane, nitrogen, carbon monoxide 
Probably dominantly frozen nitrogen 
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Charon 
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Informal 
Names 

Mordor Macula 

Ripley 
Skywalker 

Vader 
Dorothy  
Gale 

Serenity Chasma Spock 

Kubrick 
Mons 

Nemo 

Charon 



Pluto’s Small Moons 
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On To the Kuiper Belt 

Can we fly past another small world 
deeper in the Kuiper Belt? 
First we had to find one… 



Finding a Target in the Kuiper Belt 

Full moon, 
at same scale 



January 1st 2019 

–  Fly past one last world (if approved by NASA) 
–  Then onwards into interstellar space 

Visit 11 Visit 12 

Movie, visit 11, sidereal tracking 
(stars and cosmic rays not removed) 


